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December 14, 2020 
 
Dear Itasca 10 Families, 
 
As we approach Winter Break it is valuable to reflect on the school year. We are grateful for our                   
students and educators' good health. The Covid positivity rate remains at approximately 1%             
average per week for each school and the district as a whole. Our total student and staff cases                  
are under 30. The strong data is reflective of our mutual commitment to follow safety and health                 
guidelines. The district data supports that we continue to offer both In-Person instruction and              
Remote Academy when we return from Winter Break on January 4, 2021.  
 
A critical step to this outcome is continuing our partnership between school and families with               
safety and health practices. This includes quarantining if the student or a family member has               
covid symptoms or they have had close contact with a likely or known Covid positive case. The                 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) has indicated the application of two shorter quarantine             
options for congregate settings (schools). The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and             
the DuPage County Health Department (DCHD) however, recommend the 14 day quarantine            
period continue. Itasca School District 10 under Board review supports and will follow the IDPH               
and DCHD guidance. Additionally, District 10 is practicing a 7 day quarantine after travel in               
order to best monitor health and any possible symptoms. By doing so, we are also protecting                
the safety of teachers and other students who didn’t travel.  
 
Although our results are remarkable it is critical that we remain vigilant and consistent. Please               
review the following practices:  

 
❖ If your asymptomatic child came in contact with another person who is            

Covid-19 positive, keep them home and quarantined for 14 days. 
 

❖ If a family member is being tested as a suspected Covid-19 case, quarantine             
all student(s) and siblings until you receive the results. 

 
❖ If you do travel, quarantine your child after you return for 7 days. (Single day               

trips to return a student to college or to attend a safe event are excluded from                
quarantine). You may calculate the school return date by adding 7 full days of              
quarantine at home before you return.  

 



❖ Do not host or attend large community parties. Contact tracing typically shows            
they become super spreaders and put other students at risk. 

 
❖ Wash your hands frequently. 

 
❖ Maintain social distancing. 

 
❖ Wear a face covering when outside and around other people. 

 
Our teachers have made sacrifices to adhere to these practices out of a commitment to your                
children. They have refrained from travel or quarantined when guidance calls for it. Our staff               
has continually committed to safety practices both in school and after hours. They have worked               
very hard with our custodial staff to keep the building clean and safe. Let’s make sure we keep                  
up our partnership so we can mitigate our risk of positive Covid cases.  
 
Some parents have asked the administration why they have to follow these rules if another               
Itasca family is not. I would offer the following: the very reason we continue to remain open for                  
in-person instruction is because most families have! Do not take for granted the families and               
teachers who have followed through on their commitment to the school community. This is a               
partnership and we need everyone to follow through in order to remain open. Daily              
self-certification must reflect a commitment to honesty and the well-being of all students and              
staff.  
 
I will continue to ask that we all do our part to assure everyone follows best safety practices. I                   
understand this is hard and social isolation from family and friends is debilitating. We respect               
your choice to decide how you want to travel over break. If you do travel please respect our                  
practice and quarantine your child for 7 days. For those who may have been inconsistent,               
please be diligent for our students and teachers. To those of you who have done the difficult                 
and followed best practice routinely, Thank You!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Craig Benes, Superintendent  
 


